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That I may ſee the felicity of thy choſen, and rejoice in the gladneſe 
of thy people, and give thanks with thine inheritance. N 
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1 TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

* WILLIAM SHIRLEY, v9; 
l.  GOVERNOUR of the BAHAMA ISLANDS, 
1 

| F AND 

A Lieutenant-General of is Majts ry's Army. 

4 


SIR), 


THE Public will readily concur with me, in the 
propriety of addreſſing to voux ExcxiLENCY a 
Sermon on the ſafety, Peace, and happineſs of 

my Country; to all which Your counſels were ſo mani- 
feſtly conducive, during Your patriot adminiſtration of 
the affairs of this government. But whatever indul- 
gence may be given to this diſcourſe, on account of the 
ſubject, and of Your protection: nothing leſs than the 
authority of Your requeſt could have induced me, to 
publiſh Sentiments intended only for a ſmall and candid 
audience; and which are more expreſſive of an honeſt 
Love for my Country, than of the correct or inſtructive 
writer. I could indeed willingly reſign any pretenſions 

in 


ii DUN. 


| in Science, for the nobler ambition, even in private life, 15 
1 always to act and think as becomes a good citizen; 42 
| who, while he aims at the moſt expanded Charity, is 
| yet with preeminence of Love attached to his King, to 
the pure Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England, to j 
| the free and happy conſtitution of his Country, to the _ Þ? 
true intereſt of this Continent, and to the cauſe of it 
Virtue and Religion in this his native Colony. 9 


Ir is not my province to particularize the faithful 
ſervices, by which, in Vour public ſtation, Vou have 
always conſulted the ſafety and promoted the welfare 
of His MAJEsTY's American dominions. Thoſe im- 
portant benefits are-recorded in the hearts of all who 
wiſh well to theſe Colonies. I therefore only con- 
gratulate voux EXCELLENCY, that Your generous 
labours and patriot counſels, as far as they have 
contributed to our preſent greatneſs, have been 
crowned with a felicity beyond your virtuous am- 4 
bition. Among the Stateſmen and Commanders, * 
| who have been the inffruments of Heaven in this great 
* revolution; YOUR EXCELLENCY eſteems that title your 
trueſt glory: and amidſt the effulgence of the Engliſh 
| Dominion, you diſcern its faireſt luſtre, to conſiſt in | 
[| the preſervation and extenſion of pure Religion, and 
| rational civil Freedom, 
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DEDICATION. il 


-WarrtE with ſupreme complacency you con- 
template the preſent greatneſs of Britain and Ame- 
rica: ſuch a ſcene recalls to my mind that memorable 
period of ancient ſtory, when on the defeat of Parr ie * 


King of Macedon, and the conſequent Treaty of Peace; 


the Roman people reſtored the Liberty of all the Grecian 
ſtates. The narrative is ſo glowing and animated, that 
T ſhall give it your EXCELLENCY in the words of your 
favourite hiſtorian, 


_ © Iſthmiorum ſtatum ludicrum aderat.Expectatione 
© erecti, qui deinde ſtatus futurus Græciæ, quæ ſua for- 
© tuna eſſet, non taciti ſolum opinabantur, ſed ſermoni- 
© bus etiam ferebant. Romani ad ſpectaculum conſe- 
© derunt. Præco in mediam arenam proceſlit, et, tuba 
© filentio facto, ita pronunciat. 8. P. Q. R. er T. 
© QuinTius Ip. PniII o RegeMacedonibuſque devittis, 
© liberos, immunes, ſuis legibus eſſe jubet --- omnes gentes, 
© que ſub ditione Philip ei Regis fuerant. Audita 
voce præconis, majus gaudium fuit, quam quod uni- 
© verſum homines caperent. Vix ſatis credere ſe quiſque 
© audifle : alii alios intueri mirabundi, velut ſomnii 
© yanam ſpeciem. Tum ab certo jam gaudio, tantus 
© cum clamore plauſus eſt ortus, ut facile appareret, 
© nihil omnium bonorum gratius, quam Libertatem eſſe. 
© Nec præſens omnium modo effuſa lætitia eſt ; ſed per 
© multos dies, gratis et cogitationibus et ſermonibus re- 

vocata : 
* Pa1L1P II. (father of Perſeus, the laſt of the Macedonian tyrants) defeated' 


at Cyneſceþhale by the conſul FLAulx Ixus. ant, Chr, 197. Vid. Liv. 
Ub. XXX111, 32, 33. | | 


iy DEDICATION. 


| © vocata : Eſſe aliguam in terris gentem, que ſud im- 
# © penſd, ſuo labore ac periculo, bella gerat pro libertate 
| © aliorum : nec hoc finitimis aut propinguæ vicinitatis 
© hominibus, aut terris continenti junctis prefiet : maria 
© zraficiat, ne quod toto orbe terrarum injuſtum impe- 
© rium ſit; et ubique jus, fas, lex potentiſſima ſint: 
© und voce liberatas omnesGrecie atque. Aſiæ urbes : hoc 
© ſþe concipere, audacis animi fuiſſe ; ad eſfectum addu- 


© cere, virtatis et fortune ingentis. 


F ——— — 3 


GD ENCES. 


Wir the ſublime, the delightful conſciouſneſs, of 
having loved and ſerved this Country; and of having 
laid the plan and foundation of its preſent felicity and 
extenſive dominion : may YOUR EXCELLENCY enjoy, in 
the calm Evening of Life, the applauſe of good men, 
| the favour of Your Sovereign, and the acceptance of 
god | | 


1 am, 


May it pleaſe your EXCELLENCY, 
* Your moſt faithful 


and obedient Servant 


| 1 EAST APTHORP. 


THE PRAYER. 


REAT and mighty cop, who art exalted far above 

Tall praiſe, and whoſe eternal majeſty reigneth over, 
all : we adore thine univerſal love diſplayed in all thy - 
works ; we praiſe thee for our being and preſervation ; 
and above all, for the pure light of the glorious Goſpel of 
JESUS CARIST, by whom thou haſt reconciled the world to 
thyſelf ; who hath taught us to know thee, the only cop ; 
and bath obtained for his faithful ſervants life. and im-- 
mortality, 


O cop, in thy hand is power and might; thou ruleſt in 
the kingdoms of men, and thou alone groeſt Greatneſs and 
Strength, We this day praiſe and extol thy name, for the 
abundant manifeſtations of thy favour and protection to us, 
our nation, and our King. Adoring the providence of thy 
Goodneſs, we lool back with praiſe and wonder, on the dan- 
gers from which thou haſt preſerved us, on the deliverances 
thou haft granted us, and the ſucceſſes with which thou haſt” 
proſpered us, during an extenſive and calamitous war. To 
thy favour and mercy we thankfully aſcribe the Enlarge-- 


ment. 


(wy 


ment of our dominion, the protection of our lives, our prox. 
perty, our freedom and religion, and of every thing that 1s 
moſt dear to us. We devoutly praiſe thee, for reſtoring 
to the nations the great bleſſing of Peace, and putting an 
end to the deſolation of War. Thy wiſdom, ever producing 
good from evil, can make even the fury aud confuſion of War, 
to advance among mankind the cauſe of truth and virtue. 
Grant that our paſt calamities, may corre and reform our 
fins and vices. So rule the hearts, and reſtrain the ambition 
of Princes, the crimes and impiety of mankind ; that the 
Peace which thou haſt given us may be ſecure and laſting. 
Propitiouſſy behold from thy throne the dominion, which thy 
right hand hath planted for us, on this Continent. Make 
it ever flouriſh and advance, under our King and His De- 
| ſeendents, in ſuch proſperity, greatneſs and opulence, as may 
| be truly good for it ; but eſpecially in thy beſt bleſſings of 
Freedom and Religion. Behold with mercy and compaſſion 
the barbarous inhabitants : grant ſuch ſucceſs to our defen- 
ſtve arms againſt them, as may eventually promote thy 
af Glory, with their and our benefit : that our neceſſary war 
' with them may ſoon end in a firm and laſting Peace ; by 
which they may be ſoftened to humanity, formed to a ſocial 


life, and at length enlightened by thy ſaving truth. 


[ With our praiſes for thy paſt and preſent mercies, we 
implore thee, moſt gracious GOD, to continue thy loving 

kindneſs to us and our whole nation. Proſper and enlarge 
the univerſal Church; remove the Errors and Superſtitt- 
ons 


1 


ons of mankind, that they may know and obey the Truth ; 
2 all Chriſtians in righteouſneſs of life, and unite then 
in Peace and Love. Give the Ring a long life ; bleſs his 
royal Family ; and crown him with Felicity. Grant that 
he may always conſult the Peace and Freedom and Happi- 
neſs of Mankind, and defend thy true Religion and Virtue. 
Give wiſdom and integrity to His Miniſters, and all in au- 
thority under Him, that they may faithfully ſerve him in 
promoting the good of his people. And to us and all His 
:fubjeAs give thy heavenly grace, that thy goodneſs may lead 
us to repentance ; that we may improve all thy mercies, by 
leading quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty; in all things adorning thy holy Goſpel, by our Unity, 
Peace, and Righteouſneſs. 


Accept, o Lord, our peculiar Praiſes, for the various 
Bleſſings thou haſt conferred on this Province in particular; 
by preſerving it from Invaſion, Famine, Sickneſd, and giviug 
us in all our ſettlements, even in the midſt of war, the tran- 
quillity of Peace : by reheving us after the time that thou 
hadſt afflited us with droughth and ſcarcity ; renewing the 
face of the earth, and filling us with Plenty. O continne 
and complete the bounties of thy Providence. Give us true 
Kepentance, and pardon our great and innumerable ſins, 
which render us unworthy the leaſt of all thy mercies. 
Bleſs the GoveRNouR,the Magiſtrates, and Miniſters, of this 
Province. Grant that all in their ſeveral ſtations may 
faithfully ſerve thee, promote the welfare of thy People, and 
ſupport among us true Religion and Virtue. 

| Finally, 


4 
To thus improve our recent bleſſings, and in ſome degree to 
proportion our gratitude for them: let us weigh and conſider 
their moment and importance; and raiſe our affections, to juſt 
ſentiments and expreſſions of love, adoration, praiſe and duty. 
To this end, we muſt enlarge our hearts and minds, to take in 
the idea of public felicity, to comprehend the welfare of the hu- 


man race, and to conceive the influence both of the paſt war 


and preſent Peace on 1 the Civil and Religious intereſts of man- 
kind. | 


ALT Ho our attention is principally fixed on the bleſſing 
of the Peace; yet this does not exclude other ſubjects of Thank- 
fulneſs, which croud upon our thoughts on this ſolemnity. 
Theſe, the author of this pſalm in part preſents to our view, in 
thoſe exulting expreſſions. Praiſe the Lord, O Feruſalem ! praiſe 
thy God, O Sion ! for he hath made faſt the bars of thy gates, and 
hath bleſſed thy children within thee. It is a beautiful image, familiar 
to the ſacred writers, to repreſent Jeruſalem and Sion (the capital 
and citadel of their country) as the mother of all its cities and in- 
habitants : and this manner of perſonifying the metropolis of 
Judæa 1s ſtill to be ſeen on the coins and medals of Antiquity. * 
A remark of this kind may give ſome light to the ſtile of Scrip- 
ture: Nor does this image unaptly expreſs that dependence 
which we ourſelves, as Colonies, have on our mother-Country. 
During this calamitous war, we have experienced ſuch a pro- 
tection from it, as with the utmoſt propriety claims our praiſes 


to 


* particularly thoſe of Vespasran and Trrvs, on which Judæa is repreſented 
in the attitude fo pathetically deſcribed by the prophet IRE Man, in | his 
| Lamentations. Sce * dict. of the Bible. 111, 548. 
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to God, for His bleſſings to her children: bleſſings ſo great, both 
to Us and our parent-kingdoms, that our Nation hath never 
been at ſo exalted an highth of glory and proſperity, as in this 
auſpicious year. Every advantage, that can protect or adorn a 
people, is now poured upon us in full meaſure; and all, im- 
proved in the poſſeſſion, by the ſtriking contraſt of the dangers 
and calamities, from which both EURO PE and AMERICA have 
juſt emerged. 


Wr have ſeen, for ſome years paſt, war and deſolation let 
looſe on all the world. In the eſtimation of a benevolent heart, 
even our ſplendid victories have been. dearly purchaſed, by the 
deſtruction of the human ſpecies, both on our own and the 
enemies part. Diſeaſe and Infection have been auxiliaries to 
the wide waſting Sword ; and innumerable unknown diſaſters 
have concurred in depopulating mankind. Scarcity and Famine 
have combined in the general ruin; while, either the fury of 
men hath deſtroyed the means of ſubſiſtence ; or 60D, to puniſh 
their crimes, hath withheld: the fertility of the Earth, and given 
ſucceſſive ſeaſons of drougth and barrenneſs. But it is impoſſi- 
ble to collect the materials of calamity, or even for the imagi- 
nation to comprehend them all; as they have appeared in all 
parts of the world, during the whole continuance of the war. 
If we ourſelves have ſeen leſs of theſe diſtreſſes, than other coun- 
tries, or than other parts of our own; if we have known them ra- 
ther by report than experience ; this ſhould be conſidered as our 
ſingular felicity, an unmerited diſtinction in our favour, that 


ſhould excite the warmeſt emotions of praiſe and thankfulneſs. 
: AMONG. 
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62 
der Artaxerxes +. As the verſes read. to you contain a ſummary 
of our own public happineſs: In the view of aſſiſting your pious 
ſentiments, I ſhall begin and end my diſcourſe with the duty and 
tribute of Praiſe to 60D, which is the purpoſe of this ſolemnity: 


and ſhall make a recital of thoſe national bleſſings, included in 
and connected with the General Peace, the great ſubject of our 


preſent thankfulneſs. 


O Praiſe the Lord, for it is a good thing to ſing praiſes unto our. 
God ; yea, a joyful and pleaſant thing it is to be thankful. Thus 
auſpiciouſly the Pſalmiſt enters on the ſubject of the felicity of 
his Country, by beginning at the ſource from whence it was de- 
rived. Praiſe is the natural expreſſion, the overflowing of a 
thankful heart. The benefits received from the goodneſs of 
GoD are the cauſes of religious thankfulneſs-: which' will always 
riſe in proportion to the ſenſe and conception we have of that 
amiable attribute. This is no time to inſiſt on the arguments, 
which ſupport a truth ſo obvious, as that the World is gover- 
ned by a beneficent Providence. This is among the fir/t princi- 
ples of natural religion, as well as of the doctrine of Chriſt ; who 
extends the idea of a divine ſuperintendence, ſo. far as to aſſure 
us, that not a ſparrow falls to the ground, without our heavenly Fa- 
ther ||. But whatever doubts ſome may have weakly entertain- 
ed concerning a particular Providence; regarding the affairs and 

| conduct 


+ The LXxII. and other verſions formed upon it, divide this Pſalm into two- 
parts, and aſcribe it, together with the cxLvI and cxLvIII, to the prophets. 
Haggai and Zechariah. It is obſervable that the 111 laſt Books of the 

Palms, from the Lxx1114, are generally compoſitions of a much later date, 
than the preceding Collection. 

N MATTH, X. 29. 


| „ 
conduct of individuals : all, who believe a GOD, have concur- 
red in adoring his diſpenſations in the public intereſts of hu- 
man Society, in the riſe and declenſion of kingdoms, in the 


great events of war and peace, and above all, in preſerving and 


extending trueReligion. On theſe depend the order and happi- 
neſs of civil life : in theſe, as they now affect ourſelves, I think 
we may diſcern the hand of 60D, great in council and mighty in 
work, And when the greateſt national bleſſings are ſhowered - 
upon us from the riches of His goodneſs : the ingenuouſneſs of 
the human mind, the wiſdom of civil government, and the au- 
thority of religion, incline and oblige us to praiſe and thank the- 
author of all happineſs. Praiſe, conſidered as a ſpecies of Prayer. 
to 60D, is neither of uſe to convey our ſentiments, as if they 
were unknown to Him, from whom nothing is hid; nor is to be 
ſuppoſed acceptable to Him, on account of any ſubſerviency to 
His glory and perfection. But the ſimple intention of all Prayer: 
and Praiſe, is to exerciſe in ourſelves virtuous and devout affec- 
tions; a truſt and dependence on 60D, and a conciouſneſs of his 
moral Providence, by which he hath inſeparably connected hap- 
pineſs with virtue, in the whole plan of divine government. If 
we are attentive to the intrinſic nature of all religious acts; we 
muſt be ſenſible that no Praiſe can be acceptable to 60D, but 
as it proceeds from his virtuous and ſincere worſhippers. The 
righteous ſhall praiſe thy name: and, Rejoice in the Lord, O qe rigb- 
teous ; for it becometh well the juſt to be thankful *. As it is a pro- 
fanation of His benefits, to miſuſe them to vice; or even to eſti- 
mate them only in a ſelfiſh and ſecular view : fo the beſt im- 
provement of the divine favour, is to conſider it as a motive to 
virtue, To. 

* PSALM cxL. 13. XXX111,: I, 
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| whoſe name and words we pray for all mankind. 


ö OUR FATHER which art in heaven! Hallowed 

be thy name: Thy Kingdom come: Thy will be 

done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread: And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us: And lead us not 

i into temptation ; but deliver us from Evil. For thine | 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

and ever, AMEN, 


THE FELICITY OF THE TIMES. 


PSALM CXLVII, 


12. Praiſe the LoxD, O Feruſalem ! 
Praiſe thy 60D, O Sion . 
13. For be hath made faſt the bars of thy gates, 
And hath bleſſed thy children within thee. 
14. He maketh Peace in thy borders, 
And filleth thee with the flour of Meat. 
19. He ſheweth his word unto Jacob, 
h His flatutes and ordinances unto Tſrael. 
20. He hath not dealt fo with any nation, 
Neither have the heathen knowledge of his laws. 


T. Is pſalm, by the conſent of moſt interpreters, was 
compoſed after the return of the Jews from the Baby- 
lonian captivity, to celebrate the divine goodneſs in 
the reſtoration and felicity of their commonwealth. It is a na- 
tural and elegant deſcription of the general Providence of GOD 
over his people, and of the Peace and Tranquillity they enjoyed 


under the Perſian monarchs, eſpecially under Cyrus and the el- 
der 
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AmMoNG the many bleſſings of this Year, which cop hath ſo 
crowned with his goodneſs ; he hath not only given us Peace in our 
borders, but hath filled us with the flour of wheat, the beſt produc- 
tions of an exuberantly fertile Seaſon. This bounty 1s ſo con- 
ſpicuous, that it would be blindneſs not to diſcern, 1mpiety 
not to acknowledge it with thanksgrving, and ing praiſes unto our 
GOD, who covereth the heaven with clouds, and prepareth rain for 
the earth, and maketh the graſs to grow upon the mountains. The 
varieties in the ordinary courſe of things afford the cleareſt 
proofs of an interpoſing Providence. Was the natural world 
left entirely to the original laws of matter and motion, without a 
divine Mind to continually regulate them, thoſe laws would al- 
ways act mechanically and uniformly. Thus, Philoſophers have 
demonſtrated,that the mechanical effect of what is called Attrac- 
tion, in the ſyſtem of the world, would be the deſtruction of the 
ſyſtem ; did not an omnipotent mind ſo attemper thoſe irregu- 
larities, as to maintain the order of the univerſe. The varieties 
in nature are the interpoſitions of o The common effects 
of Droughth and Heat, would always go on increaſing with their 


_ cauſe : and the courſe of nature, left to itſelf, would be ſtill 


more confirmed in barrenneſs and fcarcity. A change of ſea- 
ſons, from exceſſive Dryneſs to abundant Rains, being oppoſite 
to the mechanical proceſs of Nature, manifeſts a divine ſuperin- 
tendence. Thus in the renovation of the almoſt exhauſted 
powers of vegetation, 60D hath not left himſelf without witneſs, 
in giving rain from heaven, and a fruitful ſeaſon ; filling our 
bearts with food and gladneſs. + As a farther claim to our 
.hanks and duty, we muſt not omit the general Health 


We 
+ ACTS xiv. 17. vid. Jos XXXVIII. 25—38. 
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we have enjoyed in the preſent year, in elimates not a little ob- 
noxious to epidemical diſeaſe and ſickneſs. Thus h gp, rejoicing 
in his works, renews the face of the Earth ; and repairs the decays 
of his paſt viſitations, War, ſcarcity, and ſickneſs, by an extraor- 
dinary indulgence of health, fertility, and Peace. Hz GrveETH 
PeAcz IN THY BORDERS. Peace, the beſt of all our civil bleſ- 
ſings, let us ingeminate with grateful hearts and voices, till the 
incenſe of our Praiſe reaches to the Heavens, and aſcends to the 
throne of Gov. 


Tur general advantages of Peace are too obvious to need a 
| recital : whether as putting an end to the calamities of a ſtate 
of War; or as attended with Tranquility and Opulence, Free- 
dom, Science, and the Arts that are neceſſary or ornamental to 
ſocial life. I ſhall not therefore detain you on this topic; but 
ſhall conſider the preſent Peace, more eſpecially as it affects our- 
ſelves in theſe colonies. Without entering far into political diſ- 
cuſſions, (which would be to ſtep out of my province, into one 
foreign to my place and duty, as well as to my ability) we may 
all diſcern the advantageous ſituation in which the happy con- 
cluſion of the war hath placed us. Our Country hath been, from 
its firſt ſettlement, a diſputed prize between us and our rivals the 
French. Other nations too have put in their claims among us, and 
have poſſeſſed the fineſt territories on the Continent ; which have 
been ceded to us by ſeveral treaties. France hath remained a 
continual horn in our fides : their colonies have been the ſchools 
ef ſuperſtition and cruelty, wherein the native barbarity of the 
Indians, hath been trained to the utmoſt fierceneſs and hatred a- 

1: againſi 
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gainſt us: and their projects of dominion have been vaſt and poli- 
tic. The injuſtice of France led them, prematurely for their own 
purpoſe, but providentially for our ſafety, to anticipate the war 
by incroaching on our ſettlements in a time of profound Peace. 
They had, with every art of human policy, formed the ambitious 
plau, of ſurrounding and limiting our territory, with the view of 
more eaſily invading and diſpoſſeſſing us: and they had pro- 
ceeded fo far in the execution that, to all appearance, they had not 
left it in our power to prevent it, by the utmoſt exertion of 
our own ſtrength. But 60D looked down from heaven, as he 


did of old on the builders of Babel.---Beho/d, this they begin to 
do, and now nothing will be reſtrained from them, which they have 
imagined to do. * To fruſtrate a deſign, ſo threatening to the 
liberty and religion of this vaſt continent, was an object, dignus 
vindice, worthy a divine interpoſition. Our countrymen, of this 
Province eſpecially, though. undiſciplined and unuſed to arms, 
had by their ſpirit and courage in the preceding war, taught the- 
Engliſh how to conquer in America: and Providence, during the 
laſt.years of the war juſt concluded ; by an amazing ſeries of 
victories, and by the wiſdom, of our King ; by every title of 
conqueſt and treaty, hath given us the juſt, undiſputed, and 
peaceful poſſeſſion of a territory, whoſe value and extent we are 
not able to eſtimate. Ar:/e, walk through the land, in the length 
of it, and in the breadth of it : for all the land which thou ſeeſt, to 
*hee will I give it, and to thy ſeed for ever. + 


REFLECT 


* GEN, XI, 6, + GEN, XIII. 17. 15. 
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Rxrrrœr on the improbability, that ſo extenſive a Country, to 
which fo many different nations had their reſpective claims, 
ſhould, in fo ſhort a time, become the rightful poſſeſſion of the 
ENGLISH ONLY, to the excluſion of every competitor. Hiſtory 
affords no parallel to it, not even in the mighty growth of the Ro- 
MAN republic; which (as its beſt hiſtorian & obſerves) in- 
creaſed from the ſmalleſt beginnings, to a Greatneſs, that labour- 
ed with its own weight.” It is, on the contrary,the peculiar hap- 
pineſs of oux country, that it is capable (under proper regula- 
tions,) of perpetual improvements, without endangering its ſafe- 
ty by the effects of its own opulence. It will for ages admit 
of vaſt numbers of ſettlers from all the proteſtant coun- 
tries of Europe; to cultivate in fecurity our fertile lands, to en- 
rich themſelves by arts and induſtry, and to enjoy the freedom 
of our government and purity of Religion. Our climate natu- 
rally produces hardy bodies and active minds. While the ſla- 
viſh African and the effeminate Aſiatic bow beneath the yoke of 
ſavage tyranny ; Liberty and Reaſon make fair amends for the 
inclemencies of our leſs genial ſky. Our Country will always 
find ſufficient employment for its inhabitants, in agriculture 
and a /mple commerce : a circumſtance, which in the natural 
courſe of things, will retard the corruption of manners and de- 
pravation of Religion; effects chiefly to be dreaded from 
an iniquitous and exceſſive Trade, and an inundation of wealth 
and luxury. Could Vice and Irreligion, the peſts of pub- 
lic happineſs, be reſtrained, from increafing with our Great- 

| nels : 


— * Quz ab exiguis profecta initiis, eo creverit, ut jam magnitudine laboret 
ſua, LIV. proem. lib. 1, 
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neſs: we might exclaim with the Jewiſh law-giver, © The eter- 
nal GOD is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting arms : I 
ral ſhall dwell in ſafety ALONE,the fountain of Jacob ſhall be upon a 
land of corn and wine, alſo his heaven ſhall drop down dew. Hap- 
py art thou, O Iſrael ; who is like unto thee, O people ſaved by the 
Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the ſivord of thine excellen- 


2 & ied 


To fix your attention on that ſuperintendence, which it is 
athe.ſm to exclude from theſe great revolutions; the cauſe in 
which the nation hath been engaged was ſuch as might even 
deſerve the protection of the Deity : a cauſe the moſt juſt, and 
moſt intereſting to. mankind, that perhaps ever influenced the 
fate of Empire. To repreſs tyranny and uſurpation, was the 
political motive, — and, by an overruling Providence, to en- 
large our dominion, and to defend the purity of religion, hath 
been the happy event of the Britannic arms. But vain might 
have been all our ſucceſſes, and our very trophies deſtructive, 
had they not been thus timely followed by an advantageous and 
honourable Peace---advantageous, by the acquiſition of new do- 
minions---g/rious, by every circumflance, that can add to our 
national fame and authority: and we hope, Iaſting, not only from 
the equity and moderation with which it hath been negotiated ; 
but by diſabling our Enemies, removing them from too near a 
neighbourhood, and, during the war, weakening their naval force 
in ſuch a manner as to check (perhaps, for the remainder of the 
preſent age) the enterprizing and incroaching genius of that na- 

' tion, 
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tion. Thy tacklings are looſed, they could not well trengtben their maſt, 
they could not ſpread the fail + : then is the prey of a great ſpoil di- 
vided --= Look upon Zion, the city of our ſolemnities : thine eyes 
ſhall ſee Feruſalem a quiet habitation---for there the glorious LORD 
will be unto us a place of broad rivers and ſtreams, wherem ſhall go no 
hoſtile ga/ley with oars, neither ſhall gallant ſhip paſs thereby. * 


Wurd we thus reflect on the many civil advantages to our 
Continent, and to the whole Britiſh empire, reſulting from a war 
ſo ſucceſsfully conducted, and terminated by ſo beneficial a Peace; 
we cannot but wonder at that ſpirit of faction, murmuring, 
and inſatiable political avarice, which amidſt theſe ample glories, 

ſtill repines for more ; and clamours for yet greater acceſſions. 
of wealth and territory. This is worſe than diſloyalty to a moſt 
excellent King; it is an impious ingratitude to the providence of 
60D. Too much of this ill temper ; (the popular effect 
of an overgrown proſperity, which kicks againſt the hand that 
feeds it) has prevailed in our mother-Country : where the 
only danger to Liberty is from its own exceſſes. May heaven 
avert from us the infatuation of diſcord, repining, and diſaf- 
feCtion ! As we have the greateſt ſhare in the bleſſings of the 
Peace, we ſhould have the deepeſt ſenſe and expreſs the fulleſt 


acknowledgment 


+ Nudum remigio latus, 
Et malus celeri ſaucius africo, 
Antennzque gemunt : ac ſine funibus 

Vix durare carinæ 

Poſſunt imperioſius 
Aquor : non tibi ſunt integra lintea 
Non Dii, quos iterum pieſſa voces malo. 
HOR. lib. 1. od. x1v, 

* ISAIAH XXXIII. 20—22. 
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acknowledgment of them : grateful to the wiſdom and bene- 
volence of our auguſt and gracious King; thankful, beyond the 
utmoſt expreſſion of our praiſes, to x11 who governs the hearts 
of Princes, and ruleth in the kingdoms of men. 


 Trzxs is indeed ſome cloud over the happy face of things 
on this continent, from the commotions of the Southern In- 
dians ; which, like a baleful ſmoke, have ariſen from the afhes 
of the recent war. But if we may be permitted to conjecture 
the effect of theſe incurſions ; we may hope and truſt in the 
divine goodneſs, that they will eventually complete the public 
tranquillity : either by obliging the Indians to recede, from our 
frontiers; or, by preventing their communication with the 
French; or laſtly, by what is of all the moft deſirable, a firm 
treaty of Peace with them. Such a treaty might afcertain their 
territory, and lead them to a ſtate of civility and ſettlement ; it 
might induce them to throw themſelves on the humanity of our 
nation, and to learn from us the arts of life; it might open the 
way to an equitable and mutually beneficial commerce. Their 


experience of our national humanity, juſtice, and fair dealing, 


would conciliate their confidence and good opinion : and this 
would go a great way towards recommending the Goſpel to 
their reception. If they are not introduced to the knowledge of 


it by theſe previous ſteps of humanity, commerce, and ſocial 
life; I think it muſt for ever be impracticable to fix on their 


minds any rational and laſting impreſſions of the Chriſtian 
Religion. The experience of all ages ſince the Church hath been 
| deſtitute 
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deſtitute of miracles, demonſtrates, that no great good can be 
done by religious miſſions for the converſion of Infidels, till the 
two objects, hitherto kept diſtinct, of Civilirg and Saving, are 
joined in one conſiſtent deſign; and act uniformly in concert 
to ſupport each other. Civility will prepare them to admit 
Religion; and Religion will prevent them from falling back 
into barbariſm. Even in human ſciences, and much more in 
the divine ſcience of Redemption, there is required not only the 
ability and faithfulneſs of the teacher, but the capacity, incli- 
nation and perſeverance of the learner. And it is not rational 
to expect ſuch diſpoſitions from Savages always in arms or hunt- 
ing or pillage, never fixed to any reſidence, and characterized 
by the inconſtancy of their manners. * 


CLEAR as I am in my own opinion on this important ſubject, 
(which never can be more ſeaſonably conſidered, than in this 
time and ſituation of public affairs) I mean not to repreſent the 
converſion of the Indians as a work that ſhould be neglected. 
It is, I think, incumbent on all who love our Lord JESUS CHRIST 
in ſincerity, to aſſiſt and encourage every attempt to bring theſe 
ſavage nations out of their darkneſs, into the light of His Goſ- 
pel. The uſe of theſe ſentiments, is, at this time eſpecially, to 
lead conſiderate perſons, to examine the beſt methods of making. 
ſuch attempts ſucceſsful. And this I ſuppoſe can no otherwiſe | 
be 


* On il ne reſte plus d' hommes, il n'y a plus d' egliſes. et comment con- 
vertir des brutaux toujours armez, toujours courans au pillage, et dont 


on n' entend pas la langue? i 
FLEURY, 111me diſcours ſur I hiſt. Eccliſ. 
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be effected, than by ſome extraordinary effort of the Govern- 
ment, both here and in Britain. Great things might be expect- 
ed, ſhould the preſent Indian war be happily terminated by 
treaties of Peace and Commerce, with an expreſs ſtipulation 
in regard to Religion. If they are thus brought under the 
protection of our King; the civil power and humanity - 
of the nation may lead the way, by all the ſteps before traced 
out, to introduce with authority and influence ſuch a fyſtem of 
Religion, as may be not only rationally taught, but rationally 
heard and learned. Other methods, particularly that of Schools 
and Seminaries for the Indian Youth, may be made very uſeful, 
in ſubſerviency to a royal and national encouragement. The 
Royal favour has been extended, among us, to ſeats of Learn- 
ing commodiouſly placed for this purpoſe. And, as we actu- 
ally ſee ſuch a diſpoſition in our King ; may we not venture to 
aſſert that it is peculiarly incumbent on Princes, to be in this 
inſtance the nur/ing Fathers of the Church? The preten/ions 
of extending the Goſpel to the nations of America, are perhaps 
the firſt claim Europeans originally had to their territories in 
this new world. Thoſe claims indeed are* confirmed to the 
preſent occupants, by the ſame title as. all. other dominion, by 
diſcovery, conqueſt, treaty, and preſcription. Yet the honour 
and virtue of Chriſtian ſtates, is eſſentially intereſted in making 
good their original claim ; by exerting their power in communi- 
_ cating thoſe heavenly bleſſings which would be a rich alternative 
for an uſeleſs and unoccupied territory. The plea of enlarging 
the kingdom of cnr1sT by the converſion of Infidels, hath been 


indeed made the abominable pretence of much pertidy, cruelty 
and 
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and uſurpation both by the French and Spaniards. But as 
nothing of this kind has ever diſgraced, or is to be apprehended 
from, the equity of the Engliſh nation: we may therefore 
hope that 60D will make them his inſtruments to accompliſh 
his will: For thus ſaith the LoRD Gop, behold J will lift up mine 
hand to.theGentiles, and ſet up my flandard to the people: and kings 
ſball be thy nur/ing-fathers, and queens thy nurſing-mothers and 
thou ſhalt know that I am the LORD. * 


Tart accompliſhment of this and many other magnificent 
prophecies, relating both to the purity and propagation of the 
Goſpel,may perhaps be greatly influenced by the preſent yz act : 
whoſe effects on the RELIGION of mankind may now, in the laſt 
place, be uſefully attended to. That which is our moſt glorious 
diſtinction, the Chriſtian and the Proteſtant Religion, hath re- 
ceived ſuch advantages from the proſecution of the war and its 
happy concluſion : that they open to us an ample field of 
Praiſe and admiration. He ſheweth his word unto Jacob, his fta- 
tutes and ordinances unto Iſrael. This the Pſalmiſt with reaſon 
places as the laſt and * inſtance of the 3 favour. We 

"1% | then 


* ISATAH LXIX. 22, 23. 
Even ſhould the Indians ever learn Chriſlianity, it is much to be feared it 
will be in the ſame manner an excellent Church -hiſtorian deſcribes the con- 
verſion of the Goths. Les barbares, en devenant Chretiens, ne quitterent 
pas entierement leurs anciennes mæurs : ils demeurerent la plus part lgers, 
changeans, emportez ; agiſſans plus par paſſin, que par raifon—Ces peuples 
continuoient dans leur mepris pour les Lettres et _ les arts, ne 5$' occupant 

que de la chaſſe et de la guerre. FLEURY. 111me diſc. Nothing can prevent 

this conſequence, but a vigilant attention to their ny and ſettlement, as 
Well as their Chriſtian inſtructiog. 
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then by a much ſtronger obligation are bound to praiſe Him for 
His word and will revealed to us by chRISTH Jesus, who is the 
fubftance and accompliſhment of all thoſe good things of which. 
the Jewiſh Law was only a ſhadow. 


THERE is no inſtance, wherein the providence of 60D ap- 
pears more conſpicuous in educing good from evil, than in o- 
verruling the events of War to the ſupport and propagation of 
true Religion. As the moral government of the univerſe muſt 
be ever the main object of a divine adminiſtration ; I think it 
certain, that the great revolutions in the hiſtory of mankind, 
have, either in the way of favour or puniſhment, been mainly 
ſubſervient to maintain or extend the influence of Religion. 
That the events of Arms and fortunes of Empire, have been. 
always determined by the preſcience and ſupreme power of 60D ;. 
appears with the fulleſt evidence from the many prophecies of 
Scripture, and their hiſtorical completion: and that conqueſt. 
and dominion have been the providential means of diffuſing. 
Truth and Religion over the world, may be ſhewn from ancient 
and recent facts. 


Tux victories of ALEXANDER were ſo ſwift, that he rather 
flew than marched : as the prophet Daniel characterizes him, 
be had the wings of an eagle, and he touched not the ground *. The 
effect of his rapid conqueſt of the Eaſt, was a revolution as 
great in religion as in Empire. The Learning and Language 
of the Greeks was introduced into Egypt, Syria, and moſt other 
5 parts 
* DAN. VII. 6. vIII. 5. 
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parts of Aſia. And the firſt tranſlation of the a the only 
pandect of true religion, had great effects even on er man- 
ners and philoſophy. 


Tre Roman Empire, under avcvusTvs, extended itſelf over 
all the civilized and many barbarous parts of the world. It 
was, in the ſtile of Daniel, © dreadful and terrible and ſtrong ex- 
ceedingly, and conquered the whole Earth +:* This univerſal empire 
was the theatre, deſtined for the reception of the son or 6Gop, 
© whoſe kingdom alone is an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominians 
ſhall ſerve and obey bim. * The Auguſtan age was the fitteſt æra 
of the ChriſtianRevelation, * the fulneſs of time, when 60D ſent bis 
sor. The manners of men were prepared for Religion by 
learning and civility : and the uniting the world under one 
monarch, by opening an intercourſe among the various nations 
aſſociated in his dominions, made the communication of truth 
and divine knowledge eaſy and expeditious. 


AFTERWARDS, when Religion was ſufficiently nurtured in the 
ſchool of Adverſity and Perſecution under the Roman tyrants ; 
GoD raiſed up the great coNSTANTINE, —_ the Chriſtian 
Faith throughout the empire. The victories of that Prince 
fixed the Church of cxrisT in that peaceful and proſperous 
ſtate, wnich is perhaps meant by that noble deſcription in St. 
John's apocalypſe, of a great multitude converted to the Faith, 
of all nations and tongues, ſtanding before the throne, hymning Salva- 


tion to our GOD and to the Lamb. . 
| ny THE 
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Tux aſtoniſhing defection from the purity of the Goſpel fore- 
told in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian prophecies, was certainly ac- 
compliſhed in the Papal dominion. It would be too large and 
abſtruſe an enquiry, to ſhew the exact correſpondence of the 
inſpired deſcriptions with the. grandeur and declenſion of an- 
tichriſtian Rome. I will only ſhew, by pointing at ſome illuſ- 
trious periods of hiſtory, in how clear a manner Almighty 60D 
hath made the victories and conqueſts of favoured nations his 
inſtruments of weakening the Papal tyranny ; of freeing the 
world from ignorance, ſuperſtition, and impoſture ; and of gra- 
dually reſtoring a pure goſpel, the original doctrine of Iꝝsus 
CHRIST. Popery hath for a thouſand years prevailed through- 
out the greateſt part of Europe. It was perhaps at its highth 
both of ſuperſtition and authority, in the beginning of the 
Reformation ; when all Europe trembled at the thunders of 
the vatican, and' the Popes were both warlike and politic 
Princes. A great part of Germany; — and England, under 
a King impatient of controul, --- adhered to and protected 
the reformation: and our happy nation hath been ever ſince 
the favoured inſtrument of Providence, in delivering Man- 
kind from a Superſtition, which at once inſlaves and blinds her 
votaries. To aſſert the freedom of the human mind, and open 
a way for ſtill farther emaneipating the nations from this grie- 
vous yoke ; is probably, in the views of Providence, one great 
object of our late conqueſts and the preſent Peace. As the 
Chriſtian world is at preſent divided into two great Societies, 
Popery and Proteſtantiſm : it is certain that all the ſucceſſes of 

the war have terminated in favour of the latter againſt the- 
former : 
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former: in weakening the power and extent of Superſtition, in 
advancing the ſacred intereſts of Truth and Freedom. 


Max we not then conclude that the purpoſe of the Deity, in 
giving empire to the Engliſh nation, is to maintain and dif- 
fuſe among Mankind the bleſſings of humanity, freedom, and 
religion ? In adapting human means to effect his counſels; may 
it not be probable ; that our Nation is now raiſed to this 
highth of greatneſs and dominion, to be the refuge and aſylum 
of Truth and Liberty : by its influence and example to free the 
weſtern world from Error and Superſtition ; and to fix on this 
extenſive Continent, what will be its peculiar glory, the univerſal 
eſtabliſhment of Civil Freedom and true Religion? 


CHRISTIANITY indeed diſclaims all methods of extending it- 
ſelf, but thoſe of Truth and Perſuaſion : and it may be ob- 
jected, that it is not for the honour of Religion, that it ſhould 
be promoted by arms and conqueſt. To vindicate this argu- 
ment, it muſt be a firm principle, that a war entered into expreſly 
with the deſign of forcing the conſciences of men, and obliging 
them to adopt the religion of the conqueror, is the higheſt in- 
- Juſtice and impiety. The diſtinction between the wars which 
promote Truth, and thoſe which render Superſtition and Im- 
poſture triumphant, conſiſts in this. The wars which in their 
event promote true Religion are merely political; but in the ex- 


tending of impoſture and-falſe Religion by force of arms---as in 
the 


—— nc re 


the caſe of Mahomet, and the popiſh cruſades---thoſe wars were 
expreſly religious ; undertaken to promote, not civil intereſts, but 
falſe opinions -: which can never be obtruded on mankind 
otherwiſe than by violence and uſurped authority. Apply this 
diſtinction to the late War: the iſſue of which in the preſent 
Peace hath been ſo fayourable to the cauſe of Truth. The War, 


now ſo happily terminated, was in itſelf merely a political and 


commercial quarrel between rival nations. Religion was not 
the Buman object in the conqueſts that have promoted it: and 
it may be doubted whether as to military meaſures, it has at all 
influenced the deliberations of the cabinet of any Prince in 
Europe. Yet the events of a War conducted only on political 
views, have been ſo overruled by a propitious Providence, as to 
effect the great ends of 60D's moral government: the cor- 
rection of vice, by the calamities it hath brought upon the 
world; the preſervation and enlargement of Religion, by giving 
victory and dominion to the juſt cauſe, . The paſtWar hath cer- 
tainly awakened our mother-Country from that ſlumber of Honour 


Courage and Probity, into which a profligate ſyſtem of politics, 
and an overgrown commerce had gradually thrown her: thus it 


hath ſerved to puniſh our enormities, and retrieve our expiring 
virtue. Here then we muſt diſcern and adore that Providence, 
which draws from human affairs, effects and conſequences leaſt 
in the intention of its inſtruments and agents : which from the 
political and commercial conteſts of rival princes, accompliſhes 
every moral purpoſe of a divine adminiſtration : checks and 


and chaſtiſes the crimes of mankind : gives victory and conqueſt to 


the 
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the juſter cauſe : and by War rere e the e of the 
PRINCE or PEACE ; 


However flattering may be our ideas of the national glory 
and greatneſs : the Felicity of our Country ſo much tranſcends 
its Virtue, that we muſt refer it to ſome other cauſe ; and what 
ſo probable, as that which is here aſſigned ? that we are made 
the happy inſtruments of accompliſhing the views and purpoſes 
of divine Providence, on account of the Freedom of our civil 
Government, the purity and excellence- of our Religion ? 
Civil, like intellectual Liberty is better felt than explained: we 
enjoy it in fact; and England and her Colonies, by being ſo 
fair examples. of both Civil and Religious Freedom, will natural- 
ly be a check to foreign deſpotiſm ; and we may: hope, always a 
ſafe retreat, a- ſacred aſylum, trom Tyranny and Perſecution. 


Thus to diſeern jEsvs CHRIST to be the end, His GosPEL the 
object of all human revolutions, affords a convincing argument 
(among innumerable others) both of a moral Providence and. 
of the truth of Revealed Religion. So: charaRteriſtic is that 
deſcription of its divine author: 4 crown was. given unto bim, 
and he went forth conquering and to conquer. *- 


Ir this theory be admitted---can there be a nobler ſubject of | 
pious gratitude and thankſgiving? Empire, glory, commerce, 
are great objects to Kings and Stateſmen : but in the counſels. 

of. 


* REVELAT, vi. 2. 
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of 60D, they are only ſecondary attentions, and ſubſervient to! 
his univerſal plan of moral government ; to which the intereſts 
of virtue and religion are of the firſt importance, as being inti- 
mately connected with the happineſs of his intelligent Creatures. 


'EvERy political bleſſing of Liberty and Empire, Peace and 
Security, ſhould therefore lead us to fulfil the intentions of the 
Deity ; and to concurwith his adminiſtration, by improving them, b 
publicly, and every one of us, to the purpoſes of Religion. as 
we have reaſon to think, that the ſucceſſes of the War and be- 
nefits of the Peace are intended for the furtherance of Truth I 
and Chriſtianity : let us rightly improve the ineſtimable pri- 
vilege we ourſelves enjoy, of a pure and uncorrupted Goſpel.” 

* 60D hath not dealt ſo with any are, wither Dave the beathen' 
* knowledge of his laws." | EO WER Tp? 


[ To give a greater weight to my application of theſe words, 
| and induce you to confider the bountres of Heaven as MOTIVES TO 
| vIRT VE.---I ſhall apply to this purpoſe the reflections of a no- 
ble Writer * on the paſſage before us. Beſides the general bene- 
fits of c op's Providence, * there is yet another part of his bounty, 
1 | his pure natural bounty, unpurchaſed by any pretence or 
I « good-will of ours, which may exalt us more than all the reſt 
that he hath ever done for us: which is, the diſtinction that 
[ he hath made between us that are Chriſtians, and all the o- 
| | ther nations of the world; by communicating his judgments, 
[ and 


* Earl of CLARENDON, Contemplations on the PSALMS, p. 764. 
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* and making known to us what he hath done for us ; which 
he hath concealed from all the world beſides. They are till 
left in their native ignorance, under the ſame blindneſs that co- 
* vered theirFathers for ſo many generations : to find out by the 
light of theirReaſon the dark method of their creation and the 
* author of their being: and which they can hardly know to be 
worth their enquiry, by not knowing that he takes farther care 
* of them, or expects any retribution or acknowledgment for them. 
* ---Whereas, we, by the ineſtimable benefit of his Scriptures,do 
* not only know our Creator and Redeemer and all that they have 
done for us; but hkewiſe what our duty is towards them, and 
* what they can require from us. We know the conditions and 
mutual promiſes between us; and can urge and prove thoſe 
promiſes, and demand the performance of them, if we have 
on our parts performed the conditions (or but honeſtly en- 
deavoured to perform them) which were annexed to thoſe pro- 
* miſes. And now, if we ſhall wander farther from this trod- 
den beaten way, than thoſe miſerable uninſtructed people; 
© who, notwithſtanding the diſmal darkneſs they are in, have 
© approached as much nearer to it, as we have gone from it; 
ve muſt expect, that 60D will keep up the diſtinction ſtill, in 
the diſtribution of his favours ; and draw them nearer to 
him, and into the right way; and ſuffer us to wander far- 
ther out of it, and to poſſeſs that darkneſs, that we ſo wretch- 


*-edly affect.” 


Tavs far that wiſe and virtuous ſtateſman : who, though his 


thoughts are adapted: to the unhappy times he lived in ; may 
E teach 
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teach us a right improvement of our ineſtimable bleſſing in the 
revelation and purity of the goſpel : and to © eſteem the bene- 
fit of having the ſcriptures communicated to us, as an indiſ- 
penſable obligation upon us to pleaſe God: to obſerve all thoſe 
injunctions He hath laid upon us; and as punctually to for- 
bear doing any thing, which He hath expreſly forbidden us to 
commit.” Amidſt our ſchemes and projects, of extending the goſ- 


pel to the barbarous nations around us ; let us be careful,that the 


ſpirit of it be not loſt or neglected among its profeſſors, by Holding 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs. * The reſtoring of Chriſtianity among 
ourſelves,in principles and manners, is the great improvement we 
ſhould make of the felicity of the times. Whether Peace and 
ſecurity, or Adverſity and perſecution beſt promote the temper 
and practice of Religion, is a problem that Hiſtory will generally 
decide againſt us. Times of Peace and public Proſperity are 
too commonly Times of Vice and Irreligion. Be it our care to 
improve the goodneſs of God, as the ſtrongeſt motive to Love 
and ſerve him: nor make Him thoſe ungrateful returns ot 
ſupineneſs and indifference in the Chriſtian life, which are apt to 
accompany the external ſecurity of the Church. Since God 
hath done ſo great things for us; let it not be ſaid, to our con- 


demnation, this people honoureth me with their lips, but their 


heart 


Cherchons la methode de convertir les infidelles.—Attachons nous d'aberd 

au plus eſſentiel: a nous reformer nous memes, par un grand application 

a la priere, au reglement de notre interieur et de nos mœurs. Enſuite 

faisons part aux autres des veritez que Dieu nous aura fait connoitre, fans 

contention, ſans aigreur, fans reproches. Pratiquons les premiers ce que nous 

croyons le meilleur, et qui depend de nous. Revenons a la priere, et atten- 
dons avec patience, qu'il plaiſe a Dieu d'avancer ſon œuvre. 

FLEURY, diſc, 11, ſur Phift, Eccles, 
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heart is far from me. In vain do we worſhip him, if our crimes 
and ingratitude ſhould provoke him to change his perverted bleſ- 
ſings into correcting or avenging puniſhments. But I refrain 
from every inauſpicious thought, on a ſubject that demands the 
utmoſt exultation of our Praiſe. Only let our performances in 
ſome meaſure keep pace with our profeſſions ; and our returns 


of love and duty be in ſome proportion to our undeſerved 
mercies. 


Ir then we prize our CIVIL LIBERTY : let us not uſe it for a 
cloke of licentiouſneſs, but as the ſervants of 60D, 4 by our con- 
ſcientious ſubjection to laws and government. If we glory in 
our political greatneſs, PEAcx, and ſecurity ; and are apt to pride 
ourſelves in our proſperity, as if we ſhould never be moved ; 
perverting our bleſſings by voluptuouſneſs and luxury : let us 
* make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, nor put off from day to 
day; leſt ſuddenly the wrath of the Lord come forth, and in our 
ſecurity we be deſtroyed *. If we value ourſelves on our REL1- 
| GIOUS PRIVILEGES, let us not rely upon them as alone ſufficient 
to our ſalvation, nor make them a ſubject of ſtrife and unchari- 
tableneſs. Truft not in lying words, ſaying, the Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord are theſe but throughly amend your ways and 
your doings ||. Let the principle of Religion ever accompany the 
profeſſion of it. While, in its external mode and polity, we are 
ſolicitous to follow Peace with all men; let us be continually at- 
tentive to its effects on the heart and manners, and ſtudious to 


cultivate that Holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord F. 


Let 
+ 1 PET, 11. 16. * ECCLUS. V. 7. 
|| JEREM, VII. 4, 5. $ HEB, XII, 14. 
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Let the abundant goodneſs of 60D, of which we have ſo many re- 
| cent inſtances, lead us to repentance, animate our feeble and in- 
| conſtant virtue, and raiſe our contemplations, from the bounties. 
. | of his Providence, to his ineſtimable love diſplayed in our re- 
[ demption by jesvs cnRISTH, the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
| | 

| 


that obey him +. To His mediation we are no leſs indebted, for 
all. our ſpiritual hopes and happineſs ; than to the beneficent 
| Creator and Governour of the world, for every preſent good. 
1 Let us then, publickly and in particular, expreſs our continual 
; thankfulneſs, by a converſation becoming the gaſpel of curisT : 
AH | and as we are, in outward profeſſion a truly Chriſtian people; 
FF - - as, probably for this reaſon, our nation is made the greateſt and 
moſt powerful of all the Chriſtian ſtates ; let us be careful to a- 
dorn the purity of our Faith by an equal ſanctity of manners. 
So ſhall the effects of our heavenly Religion be anſwerable to its 
a natural tendency and defign ; productive of © Glory to 60D, 
Peace on earth, and Benevolence among men,” The. work of 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace ; and the effect of Righteouſneſs, quietneſs 

' and aſſurance for ever *. 
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Now unto the bleſſed and only potentate, who poureth his be- 
nefits upon us, who maketh wars to ceaſe in all the world, and 
giveth his people he blefſing of Peace: to Him be rendered the 
thankful tribute of our Praiſe, through jꝝSsuS HRISr, our bleſſed > 
Redeemer: to whom, with the FaTHER, and the ETERNAL 
SPIRIT, be aſcribed all Glory in Earth and Heaven, AMEN, 


+ BEBR. v, 9. LUKE. ISAIAH: XxxII. 17; 


8 


